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AAUW’s Public Policy Priorities, adopted every two years by every-member vote, establish the federal action 
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2019–21 AAUW Public Policy Priorities

he Public Policy Priorities underscore AAUW’s mission to advance gender equity for women and 
girls through research, education, and advocacy. The work of AAUW builds upon responsible public 
participation, and the following priorities provide a basis for AAUW members’ actions at the local, state, 

national, and international levels. Implicit in each is support for government agencies administering programs, 
ĞĻÏĮƣÚĞĻďƐ±Úåŭƣ±ƒåƐ±ŤŤŹŇŤŹĞ±ƒĞŇĻžØƐåýåÏƒĞƽåƐ±ĻÚƐ±ÏÏŇƣĻƒ±ÆĮåƐ±ÚķĞĻĞžƒŹ±ƒĞŇĻØƐ±ĻÚƐŤŹŇƽĞžĞŇĻƐüŇŹƐÏĞƒĞǍåĻƐ
participation. We advocate public discussion to ensure enlightened decisions on these priorities. We work to 
increase the number of women and other underrepresented populations in policy- and other decision-making 
positions. Our positions are shaped by our commitment to being nonpartisan and fact-based, and to acting with 
integrity. We strive for our work to be inclusive and intersectional, collaborating with diverse allies and coalitions 
to achieve equity for all.

'EWMG�XS�EPP�SJ�&&9;ƶW�TYFPMG�TSPMG]�IǺSVXW�MW�XLI�YRHIVWXERHMRK�XLEX�XVYI�IUYMX]�VIUYMVIW�
E�FEPERGI�FIX[IIR�XLI�VMKLXW�SJ�XLI�MRHMZMHYEP�ERH�XLI�RIIHW�SJ�XLI�GSQQYRMX]��&&9;�
STTSWIW�EPP�JSVQW�SJ�HMWGVMQMREXMSR�ERH�WYTTSVXW�GSRWXMXYXMSREP�TVSXIGXMSR�JSV�XLI�GMZMP�VMKLXW�
SJ�EPP�MRHMZMHYEPW�

&&9;�FIPMIZIW�XLEX�LMKL�UYEPMX]�TYFPMG�IHYGEXMSR�MW�XLI�JSYRHEXMSR�SJ�E�HIQSGVEXMG�WSGMIX]�
ERH�XLI�OI]�XS�MQTVSZMRK�IGSRSQMG�TVSWTIVMX]�ERH�KIRHIV�IUYEPMX]��;I�EHZSGEXI�IUYMXEFPI�
EGGIWW�XS�IHYGEXMSR�ERH�GPMQEXIW�JVII�SJ�LEVEWWQIRX��FYPP]MRK��ERH�WI\YEP�EWWEYPX��;I�
support academic freedom, civic education, protection from censorship, bias-free 
IHYGEXMSR��ERH�VIWTSRWMFPI�JYRHMRK�JSV�EPP�PIZIPW�SJ�IHYGEXMSR��MRGPYHMRK�IEVP]�
GLMPHLSSH�IHYGEXMSR�ERH�TVSKVEQW�JSV�WXYHIRXW�[MXL�HMWEFMPMXMIW��;I�EHZSGEXI�JSV�
MRGVIEWIH�EGGIWW�XS�LMKLIV�IHYGEXMSR��IWTIGMEPP]�JSV�[SQIR�MR�TSZIVX]��;I�TVSQSXI�
IUYMXEFPI�IǺSVXW�XS�GPSWI�XLI�TIVWMWXIRX�EGLMIZIQIRX�KET�XLEX�HMWTVSTSVXMSREXIP]�
EǺIGXW�PS[�MRGSQI�GLMPHVIR�ERH�WXYHIRXW�JVSQ�GSQQYRMXMIW�SJ�GSPSV�

&&9;�TVSQSXIW�XLI�IGSRSQMG��WSGMEP��ERH�TL]WMGEP�[IPP�FIMRK�SJ�EPP�TIVWSRW��
*WWIRXMEP�XS�XLEX�[IPP�FIMRK�EVI�ER�IGSRSQ]�XLEX�TVSZMHIW�IUYMXEFPI�IQTPS]QIRX�
STTSVXYRMXMIW �VIHYGXMSR�SJ�TSZIVX] �E�PMZMRK�[EKI �UYEPMX]��EǺSVHEFPI�
HITIRHIRX�GEVI �TEMH�JEQMP]�ERH�QIHMGEP�PIEZI �WEJI��PMZEFPI��ERH�EǺSVHEFPI�
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LSYWMRK �UYEPMX]��EǺSVHEFPI��ERH�EGGIWWMFPI�LIEPXL�GEVI�JSV�EPP��MRGPYHMRK�VITVSHYGXMZI�LIEPXL�GEVI �ERH�E�GPIER��
LIEPXL]��ERH�WYWXEMREFPI�IRZMVSRQIRX��;I�WYTTSVX�E��SGMEP��IGYVMX]�W]WXIQ�XLEX�TVSZMHIW�MRǼEXMSR�TVSXIGXIH��
KYEVERXIIH�PMJIXMQI�FIRIǻXW�[MXL�E�TVSKVIWWMZI�FIRIǻX�JSVQYPE��WTSYWEP�ERH�[MHS[�FIRIǻXW��ERH�HMWEFMPMX]�
ERH�WYVZMZSV�FIRIǻXW��;I�WYTTSVX�VSFYWX�ERH�WXVSRK�2IHMGEVI�ERH�2IHMGEMH�W]WXIQW�ERH�STTSWI�ER]�IǺSVXW�
XS�YRHIVQMRI�XLIQ��MRGPYHMRK�TVMZEXM^EXMSR�ERH�FPSGO�KVERX�TVSTSWEPW��&&9;�VIGSKRM^IW�XLEX�KYR�ZMSPIRGI�MW�
E�TYFPMG�LIEPXL�GVMWMW�

&&9;�FIPMIZIW�MR�XLI�VMKLX�XS�TVMZEG]�ERH�JVIIHSQ�JVSQ�ZMSPIRGI��;I�ǻVQP]�FIPMIZI�MR�XLI�WITEVEXMSR�SJ�
GLYVGL�ERH�WXEXI��;I�WYTTSVX�E�JEMV��FEPERGIH��ERH�MRHITIRHIRX�NYHMGMEV]��;I�WYTTSVX�TYFPMG�FYHKIXW�
XLEX�FEPERGI�MRHMZMHYEP�VMKLXW�ERH�VIWTSRWMFMPMX]�XS�XLI�GSQQYRMX]��;I�WII�ER�YVKIRX�RIIH�JSV�QIERMRKJYP�
GEQTEMKR�ǻRERGI�VIJSVQ��STIR�ERH�JEMV�IPIGXMSRW��ERH�RSRTEVXMWER�ZSXIV�IHYGEXMSR�IǺSVXW�XLEX�[MPP�TVSQSXI�
IUYMXEFPI�TSPMXMGEP�TEVXMGMTEXMSR�ERH�VITVIWIRXEXMSR�MR�ETTSMRXIH�ERH�IPIGXIH�SǽGI�

&&9;�WYTTSVXW�IǺSVXW�XS�MQTVSZI�VEGMEP��IXLRMG��ERH�KIRHIV�NYWXMGI�ERH�[MPP�[SVO�XS�IVEHMGEXI�MRXIVWIGXMSREP�
FMEW�EW�[IPP��8LMW�MRGPYHIW�GVIEXMRK�E�HMZIVWI�GYPXYVI�SJ�MRZSPZIQIRX��VIWTIGX��MRGPYWMSR��ERH�GSRRIGXMSR��[LIVI�
XLI�VMGLRIWW�SJ�MHIEW��FEGOKVSYRHW��ERH�TIVWTIGXMZIW�MW�JYPP]�ETTVIGMEXIH�ERH�YXMPM^IH�

&&9;�FIPMIZIW�XLEX�KPSFEP�MRXIVHITIRHIRGI�VIUYMVIW�REXMSREP�ERH�MRXIVREXMSREP�TSPMGMIW�EKEMRWX�LYQER�
XVEǽGOMRK�ERH�XLEX�TVSQSXI�TIEGI��NYWXMGI��LYQER�VMKLXW��WYWXEMREFPI�HIZIPSTQIRX��ERH�QYXYEP�WIGYVMX]�
JSV�EPP�TISTPI��;I�WYTTSVX�XLI�GMZMP�ERH�LYQER�VMKLXW�SJ�EPP�MQQMKVERXW��MRGPYHMRK�E�JEMV�ERH�NYWX�TEXL�XS�PIKEP�
WXEXYW��;I�WYTTSVX�E�WXVIRKXLIRIH�9RMXIH�3EXMSRW�ERH�MXW�EǽPMEXIH�EKIRGMIW��;I�EHZSGEXI�MQTPIQIRXEXMSR�
SJ�XLI�'IMNMRK�)IGPEVEXMSR�ERH�5PEXJSVQ�JSV�&GXMSR�JVSQ�XLI��XL�;SVPH�(SRJIVIRGI�SR�;SQIR�ERH�WYFWIUYIRX�
HIGPEVEXMSRW��;I�EǽVQ�SYV�EGXMZI�TEVXMGMTEXMSR�MR�XLI�9�3��(SQQMWWMSR�SR�XLI��XEXYW�SJ�;SQIR�ERH�SYV�
GSQQMXQIRX�XS�VEXMǻGEXMSR�SJ�XLI�9�3��(SRZIRXMSR�SR�XLI�*PMQMREXMSR�SJ�&PP�+SVQW�SJ�)MWGVMQMREXMSR�&KEMRWX�
;SQIR�
(*)&;���;I�WYTTSVX�MRXIVREXMSREP�JEQMP]�TPERRMRK�TVSKVEQW�XLEX�EVI�GSRWMWXIRX�[MXL�&&9;�TSPMG]�

Biennial Action Priorities

EXMSREP�TVMSVMXMIW�MRJSVQ�WXEXI�ERH�PSGEP�EGXMSR��'MIRRMEP�TVMSVMXMIW�JSV�REXMSREP�EGXMSR�EVI�GLSWIR�EGGSVHMRK�
XS�XLI�GVMXIVME�SJ�ZMEFMPMX]��GVMXMGEP�RIIH��WXVSRK�QIQFIV�WYTTSVX��ERH�TSXIRXMEP�JSV�HMWXMRGXMZI�&&9;�

GSRXVMFYXMSR�SV�PIEHIVWLMT��'EWIH�SR�XLI�3EXMSREP�'SEVHƶW�EHSTXMSR�SJ�XLI������WXVEXIKMG�TPER�JSV�&&9;��
REXMSREP�TYFPMG�TSPMG]�TVMSVMXMIW�EVI�JSGYWIH�ǻVWX�SR�SYV�QENSV�EVIEW�SJ�JSGYW��IHYGEXMSR�ERH�XVEMRMRK��IGSRSQMG�
WIGYVMX]��ERH�PIEHIVWLMT��&HHMXMSREP�TSPMG]�TVMSVMXMIW�EVI�EPWS�GVMXMGEP�XS�IRWYVI�IUYMX]�JSV�EPP��3S�JYVXLIV�SVHIV�SJ�
MQTSVXERGI�JSV�XLI�EHHMXMSREP�TVMSVMXMIW�MW�MQTPMIH�

To support a strong system of public education that promotes gender fairness, equity, diversity and 
inclusivity, and to address the barriers and implicit biases that hinder the advancement of women and 
girls, AAUW advocates

 Ɣ :MKSVSYW�IRJSVGIQIRX�SJ�8MXPI�.<�ERH�EPP�SXLIV�GMZMP�VMKLXW�PE[W�TIVXEMRMRK�XS�IHYGEXMSR

 Ɣ &HIUYEXI�ERH�IUYMXEFPI�JYRHMRK�JSV�UYEPMX]�TYFPMG�IHYGEXMSR�JSV�EPP�WXYHIRXW

 Ɣ 4TTSWMXMSR�XS�XLI�YWI�SJ�TYFPMG�JYRHW�JSV�RSRTYFPMG�IPIQIRXEV]�ERH�WIGSRHEV]�IHYGEXMSR�ERH�XS�GLEVXIV�WGLSSPW�
XLEX�HS�RSX�EHLIVI�XS�XLI�WEQI�GMZMP�VMKLXW�ERH�EGGSYRXEFMPMX]�WXERHEVHW�EW�VIUYMVIH�SJ�SXLIV�TYFPMG�WGLSSPW

 Ɣ .RGVIEWIH�WYTTSVX�JSV�ERH�TVSXIGXMSR�SJ�TVSKVEQW�XLEX�QIIX�XLI�RIIHW�SJ�KMVPW�ERH�[SQIR�MR�IPIQIRXEV]��
WIGSRHEV]��ERH�TSWXWIGSRHEV]�IHYGEXMSR��MRGPYHMRK�WXVSRK�TVSQSXMSR�SJ�WGMIRGI��XIGLRSPSK]��IRKMRIIVMRK��ERH�
QEXL�
�8*2��IHYGEXMSR�ERH�GSQTVILIRWMZI�WI\YEP�LIEPXL�IHYGEXMSR

 Ɣ .RGVIEWIH�WYTTSVX�JSV�ERH�EGGIWW�XS�EǺSVHEFPI�LMKLIV�IHYGEXMSR�JSV�[SQIR�ERH�HMWEHZERXEKIH�TSTYPEXMSRW

 Ɣ �YTTSVX�JSV�TVEGXMGIW�XLEX�LEPX�XLI�ǼS[�SJ�WXYHIRXW�JVSQ�WGLSSPW�XS�TVMWSRW��MRGPYHMRK�VIJSVQMRK�WGLSSP�
HMWGMTPMREV]�TVEGXMGIW�XLEX�HMWTVSTSVXMSREXIP]�TYRMWL�KMVPW�ERH�WXYHIRXW�SJ�GSPSV

N
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To achieve economic security for all women, AAUW advocates

 Ɣ 5E]�IUYMX]�ERH�JEMVRIWW�MR�GSQTIRWEXMSR�ERH�FIRIǻXW

 Ɣ *UYMXEFPI�EGGIWW�ERH�EHZERGIQIRX�MR�IQTPS]QIRX��JVII�JVSQ�W]WXIQMG�FEVVMIVW�ERH�FMEWIW��MRGPYHMRK�ZMKSVSYW�
enforcement of employment discrimination statutes

 Ɣ (PSWMRK�XLI�KIRHIV�ERH�VEGI�KETW�MR�PIEHIVWLMT�STTSVXYRMXMIW�JSV�[SQIR�SJ�EPP�FEGOKVSYRHW

 Ɣ ,VIEXIV�EZEMPEFMPMX]�SJ�ERH�EGGIWW�XS�E�LMKL�WXERHEVH�SJ�FIRIǻXW�ERH�TSPMGMIW�XLEX�TVSQSXI�[SVO�PMJI�FEPERGI��
MRGPYHMRK�UYEPMX]�ERH�EǺSVHEFPI�HITIRHIRX�GEVI�ERH�TEMH�JEQMP]��QIHMGEP��ERH�WMGO�PIEZI

 Ɣ 5VSKVEQW�XLEX�TVSZMHI�[SQIR�[MXL�IHYGEXMSR��XVEMRMRK��ERH�WYTTSVX�JSV�WYGGIWW�MR�XLI�[SVOJSVGI��MRGPYHMRK�
nontraditional occupations and women’s entrepreneurship

 Ɣ �XVIRKXLIRMRK�TVSKVEQW��MRGPYHMRK�[IPJEVI�ERH�GEVIIV�ERH�XIGLRMGEP�IHYGEXMSR��XS�MQTVSZI�TSWXWIGSRHEV]�
IHYGEXMSR�EGGIWW��GEVIIV�HIZIPSTQIRX��ERH�IEVRMRK�TSXIRXMEP

 Ɣ �XVIRKXLIRMRK�VIXMVIQIRX�FIRIǻXW�ERH�TVSKVEQW��MRGPYHMRK�TIRWMSR�MQTVSZIQIRXW�ERH�TVSXIGXMRK��SGMEP�
�IGYVMX]��2IHMGEVI��ERH�2IHMGEMH�JVSQ�TVMZEXM^EXMSR

 Ɣ &GGIWW�JSV�EPP�[SQIR�XS�XLI�JYPP�VERKI�SJ�LIEPXL�GEVI�WIVZMGIW�XS�IRWYVI�IGSRSQMG�WIGYVMX]

 Ɣ .RGVIEWMRK�XLI�RYQFIV�SJ�UYEPMX]�NSFW�XLEX�TE]�E�PMZMRK�[EKI

To guarantee equality, individual rights, and social justice for a diverse and inclusive society, AAUW 
advocates

 Ɣ :MKSVSYW�IRJSVGIQIRX�SJ�ERH�JYPP�EGGIWW�XS�GMZMP�ERH�GSRWXMXYXMSREP�VMKLXW��MRGPYHMRK�EǽVQEXMZI�EGXMSR�ERH�
I\TERHMRK�ZSXMRK�VMKLXW

 Ɣ �IPJ�HIXIVQMREXMSR�SJ�SRIƶW�VITVSHYGXMZI�LIEPXL�HIGMWMSRW

 Ɣ 9RMZIVWEP�EGGIWW�XS�UYEPMX]��EǺSVHEFPI�LIEPXL�GEVI�ERH�GSQTVILIRWMZI�JEQMP]�TPERRMRK�WIVZMGIW��MRGPYHMRK�
I\TERWMSR�SJ�TEXMIRXWƶ�VMKLXW

 Ɣ +VIIHSQ�JVSQ�ZMSPIRGI�ERH�JIEV�SJ�ZMSPIRGI��MRGPYHMRK�LEXI�GVMQIW��MR�LSQIW��WGLSSPW��[SVOTPEGIW��ERH�
communities

 Ɣ �YTTSVX�JSV�9�3��TVSKVEQW�XLEX�EHHVIWW�LYQER�VMKLXW�ERH�[SQIRƶW�ERH�KMVPWƶ�GSRGIVRW

 Ɣ +VIIHSQ�MR�XLI�HIǻRMXMSR�SJ�WIPJ�ERH�JEQMP]�ERH�E�KYEVERXII�SJ�GMZMP�VMKLXW�JSV�EPP�JEQMP]�WXVYGXYVIW

 Ɣ 5EWWEKI�ERH�VEXMǻGEXMSR�SJ�XLI�*UYEP�7MKLXW�&QIRHQIRX

Additional Policy Resources 

AAUW Action Network and Two-Minute Activist 
Tool:�8LI�GSVRIVWXSRI�SJ�&&9;ƶW�I�EHZSGEG]�IǺSVXW��
Action Network�WIRHW�WYFWGVMFIVW�YVKIRX�IQEMP�
RSXMGIW�[LIR�XLIMV�EHZSGEG]�MW�RIIHIH�QSWX��;MXL�
our Two-Minute Activist 
EEY[�YW�X[SQMRYXIEGXMZMWX� 
SRPMRI�XSSP��MX�XEOIW�RS�XMQI�XS�GSRXEGX�]SYV�PIKMWPEXSVW�
ERH�QEOI�]SYV�ZSMGI�LIEVH��&R]SRI�[MXL�ER�IQEMP�
EHHVIWW�GER�WYFWGVMFI�

AAUW Washington Update: 8LMW�[IIOP]�IQEMP�
FYPPIXMR�SǺIVW�ER�MRWMHIVƶW�ZMI[�SR�XLI�TYFPMG�TSPMG]�
process, the latest policy news, and updates from the 
5YFPMG�5SPMG]�ERH�,SZIVRQIRX�7IPEXMSRW�)ITEVXQIRX��
Join the list (EEY[�YW�[EWLMRKXSRYTHEXI)�XSHE]�

Quick Facts: AAUW compiles current information and 
advocacy resources on issues related to our Public 
Policy Priorities in order to provide resources that 
SǺIV�VMKSVSYW�EREP]WMW�ERH�QSWX�IǺIGXMZI�EZIRYIW�JSV�
EGXMSR��+SV�YTHEXIH�TSWMXMSR�TETIVW�ERH�UYMGO�JEGXW�
on AAUW’s priority issues, visit the AAUW Issues 
webpage (EEY[�YW�EEY[MWWYIW)�
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 www.aauw.org
 advocacy@aauw.org

https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/
https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/two-minute-activist/
http://(aauw.us/twominuteactivist)
https://www.aauw.org/resource/washington-update/
http://aauw.us/washingtonupdate
https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/aauw-issues/
https://www.aauw.org/what-we-do/public-policy/aauw-issues/
http://aauw.us/aauwissues
https://www.aauw.org/
mailto:advocacy@aauw.org?subject=

